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Sapphire Study Tour 2023

Australia School Experience Report

Sapphire Youth Global Exchange Centre, Inc.
Director. Arata SHIRABYOSHI

The school experience at Bishop Druitt College, Coffs
Harbour, New South Wales, was one of the most
unprecedented Participant-First experiences in the nearly
20 programmes I have personally undertaken since I
started in Penola, South Australia, in 1997. This was due
to the school's generosity, flexibility and attention to detail
in the programme-making process. The participants were
not accepted as 'guests' but as 'students of their own school'.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms Karina
Rothacker as a co-ordinator, Mr Nick Johnstone, Principal,

and everyone else for their support.
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@® Welcome ceremony : During the ceremony, two
students gave us *a welcome speech in English with an
indigenous language. It was a moment when the
participants realised once again that the transmission of
language is, after all, the transmission of culture, and at the
same time, that they were accepted by the whole school.
Throughout the eight days of their stay, this spirit was well
conveyed by the BDC teaching staff and students. This was

also expressed in the responses to the participants'

questionnaires.
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*Welcome remarks (excerpts in English only)

As the Custodians of the Land, we become caretakers
of the Country. In all its beauty, we see it mothering and
supporting us whilst being our school, our health system,
our kitchen and most importantly our home. May we ask
you to become caretakers of this land, honouring and
learning from it.

yaray yurung (thank you)

@ Buddy system and Homestay

The students were involved in a wide range of
activities, from setting up the classes and deciding on
the places to visit outside the school to the selection of
buddies (caretakers of the same year group) and the
BDC (school) also arranged the selection of host
families. The presence of a buddy enables the students
to communicate in English throughout the day. This is a
system that we would like to follow in the future.

I think this is an ideal programme for participants who
want to be exposed to English like a shower. This time,
in anticipation of this, we eliminated the ESL (English
class) for Japanese students only, but I think it was no
problem.

The school recruited buddies for eight students
whose buddies and host students were the same person,
and for eight students whose host families did not have
children in the same Year. There were many applicants,
some of whom were girls, which can be seen in the
video; Kiara, who took on the role of explaining the
ICE BREAK GAMES, was not able to become a
buddy, but she actively cooperated. It is clear that the
school is making a lot of efforts into international

understanding education on a daily basis.
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@ Sports

The compulsory tennis and golf courses that had been offered
were removed. This resulted in only two participants in tennis and
one in golf. For tennis and golf, we respected the wishes of the
participants. The practice venue, dates and transport
arrangements were decided in individual consultation with the
Centre. On the other hand, the BDC's stance on the football and
basketball 'goodwill matches' that we had in mind was that they
were just ‘for fun’, and it is true that there was a difference in way
of thinking between BDC and the Centre. This needs to be
considered a little more next time.

In contrast, participants aspiring to become middle- or long-
distance runners, with the help of his host mother and his co-
ordinator, took part in parkrun, which is run worldwide and also

locally every Saturday, and performed well. I still think it is

important to have the ability to communicate what one wants to

do.
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Billabong Zoo is also active ~ Reputation for conservation and
in reptile research research on sea turtles
@ Four school trips

A record four field trips by bus were organised for
this year's school experience. Two of these were at the
Billabong Zoo and the Dolphin Marine Conservation
Park, both of which were well explained in English by
the keepers. The area is very educational for students

and wildlife

conservation. There is no zoo in Coffs Harbour, so the

interested in environmental issues
bus trip to Port Macquarie takes over an hour and a half,
but it is well worth it. Prior learning about the facilities

would be necessary.
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(® Introduction to Japanese culture

School groups from Japan come to BDC every year
on study tours. In particular, Sasebo City (Nagasaki
Prefecture) seems to come every three years, as it is a
sister city of Coffs Harbour. However, the students
move from one year to the next, even if it is with origami
or Kendama, it is possible for the students to exchange
cultures. It is also worth using of English to
communicate.

The drumming and kendo presentations received high
praise this time. As the performers are well aware, many
students and teachers cooperated with the BDC in
advance; performing in front of 500 students was a
surprise for the BDC, especially kendo, which was new
to all of them.

Performing their own special skills or in a group, it
was a good opportunity to reciprocal flow of feeling.

It is necessary to have time to discuss in the pre-o
orientation what we have to offer and how it can be used

as an opportunity to interact with each other.

(6 Cooking practice (making meat pies)
S

(Photo: Overhead camera shows the food on a monitor)
The most popular response to the questionnaire was the
cooking workshop. BDC had to work hard to prepare
the recipes and procure the ingredients. Some students
had not yet had any cooking lesson at school in Japan,
so they found the cooking lesson very refreshing. Above
all, I will never forget how they truly enjoyed making

meat pies with their buddies.
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(@ Farewell social event

The farewell social event took place at Boambee
Nature Reserve, a national park located 30 minutes by
bus from the school. It was held in a shallow, calm
waterside area, and as you can see from the video, one
man was present for the entire event. The movie shows
that he has mastered CPR (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation) and is a qualified lifesaver. In Australia, a
specialist is always present at such events in the sea and
rivers as a warden. This group was also led by a warden
in the same capacity.

In Japan, 16 children under junior high school age
this summer have died in water accidents. This system
should be emulated in Japan. Incidentally, this man has
the title of assistant teacher and is a graduate of BDC.

Many thanks.

© For the coming year
and buddies,
participants felt safe and immersed in a new world of

English.

Thanks to their host families

The next course in 2024 will be the fifth anniversary
ofthe SST (Sapphire Study Tour) and we are preparing
two courses. There will be no change to Australia, but
the dates, destinations and programme contents are
being adjusted. The participants will be able to choose.
I would be happy to hear further feedback from
participants this year in order to improve on the four

previous programmes.
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Q1) Bishop Druitt College D ER{AERIL L 5 TL=H?
How was your school experience at Bishop Druitt College?
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About Homestay / Host family
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Check the following programmes that you think were good.
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Education reforms starting in the public and private
sectors in motion
Internationalisation of English starting in 2024

In 2024, the content of  the Society for Testing
English Proficiency will undergo a major overhaul.
Overall, the main changes are in writing. The number of
questions for Grade 3 and above will be doubled, and a
new method for speaking questions for Grade pre-1 will be
added. The most affected by the changes are likely to be
primary schools students whose writing is not stable.
Candidates who have scored well only in reading should
also take note of the changes. The specific changes will
vary for each Grade.
Introduction of information as an entrance
examination subject starting in 2025

A new subject 'Information' (subject name: Information
I) will be added to the University Entrance Test in January
2025. Unlike previous subjects, Information I, in which
students learn programming and other subjects, does not
have past problems, which causes anxiety for students and
parents alike.

All students learn the basics of programming, networks,
information security, databases, etc., and develop the
ability to utilise computers and information and
communication networks, collect data and express the
results of analysis.

Some 'experts' talk about Information I as an easy
subject to tackle if you are familiar with social networking
services (SNS) and applications on your smartphone on a
regular basis, but this is a lack of awareness.

'Information’, like it or not, is similar to physical

education (PE)

those living in the future. For

in terms of essential learning for
information
education, the Centre also has its own learning

programme, which you can enquire about.
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Act *glocally, not locally
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¥rSuggestion® from Sapphire

The motto glocally was Japanese 35 years ago, but now
it is English. It means " Think globally, and when you act,
act in a way that blends in with the local area". This is
a sentiment created by the Japanese. The UN ‘SDGs’ is
based on this very concept, so it is an issue that is easy for
the Japanese to tackle.

The Scottish social anthropologist used the English
word 'glocalisation' and added the words 'globalisation’
and 'localisation '. This word 'glocalisation’ will be the key
word when studying abroad in the future.

In addition to 'glocalisation', other words created by the
Japanese include 'homestay' and 'kaizen', These words
have become established in English. The Japanese word
'kaizen' was also used at Bishop Druitt College, which we
visited this time. I think it is necessary for Japanese people
to learn about the good qualities of their own culture and,
with great confidence, to transmit in English the values,
customs and manners of which Japan can be proud. I think
this is something that is expected of the junior and senior
high school students who will be most closely involved in

overseas activities in the future.

YeSapphire new services and 2024 initiatives
The Centre's overseas training programme will

celebrate its fifth anniversary in 2024.

To celebrate, Sapphire’s official app will be
launched this November. You will be able to get new
information about the Australian Short-term School
Experience and Homestay, the Online English Speaking
Proficiency Test (E-CAT), and Quiz to be done in the

gaps in time and special coupons.
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¥rSuggestion® from Sapphire

Important to develop communication skills

Since the Covid-19 disaster, the world has been in
upheaval. Education is no exception. In Europe, even in
primary schools, cross-border and online teaching has
become the norm. Mutual understanding, self-
expression and having a self that can express oneself
come first, and English language skills are one of the
ways to achieve this. Although you cannot judge a
person's worth by whether or not they can speak English,
it is important to learn English as an international
language as well as a desire to interact with others.
The Sapphire Short-Term Overseas Study Programme

is a good opportunity to confirm and develop this.

*Cities under consideration as SST candidates for 2024
are Brisbane and Perth. There may be changes to these

cities.

As of 1 Oct., 2023
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